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Esther 3:8-11 | 8 Then Haman said to King Xerxes, “There is a certain people dispersed among the 
peoples in all the provinces of your kingdom who keep themselves separate. Their customs are dif-
ferent from those of all other people, and they do not obey the king’s laws; it is not in the king’s best 
interest to tolerate them. 9 If it pleases the king, let a decree be issued to destroy them, and I will give 
ten thousand talents of silver to the king’s administrators for the royal treasury.” 10 So the king took his 
signet ring from his finger and gave it to Haman son of Hammedatha, the Agagite, the enemy of the 
Jews. 11 “Keep the money,” the king said to Haman, “and do with the people as you please.”

In times of crisis, lead courageously by…

1. Accepting responsibility

Esther 4:12-14 | 12 When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, 13 he sent back this answer: 
“Do not think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will escape. 14 For 
if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, 
but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have come to your royal 
position for such a time as this?”

2. Rejecting passivity

Esther 4:15-16 | 15 Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 16 “Go, gather together all the Jews who 
are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. I and my attendants 
will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to the king, even though it is against the law. And if I 
perish, I perish.”

3. Expecting the greater reward

Esther 8:16-17 | 16 For the Jews it was a time of happiness and joy, gladness and honor. 17 In every 
province and in every city to which the edict of the king came, there was joy and gladness among 
the Jews, with feasting and celebrating. And many people of other nationalities became Jews 
because fear of the Jews had seized them.
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Getting to Know You:

1. If you woke up tomorrow as an animal, what animal would you choose to be and why?

2. Have you ever been directly affected by a natural disaster (i.e. hurricane, tornado, 
    earthquake, etc.)? If you had to pick one to endure, which one would it be and why?
   
Quick Review:

    Is there something you wrote down, highlighted or circled on your listening guide? 
    What was it? Was there something that resonated with you, challenged you or confused you?

Digging Deeper:

1. This week, we learned how Esther demonstrated courageous leadership by accepting 
    responsibility, rejecting passivity and expecting the greater reward. Read 1 Kings 3:5-15. 
    What promises were made to King Solomon? Were there any conditions on these promises? 
    How do Solomon’s actions in this passage match up to Esther’s courageous leadership actions? 

    Although Solomon started well, things didn’t end well. Read 1 Kings 11:1-13. 
    What traps did Solomon fall into that undermined his leadership? In what ways did Solomon 
    stop accepting responsibility, rejecting passivity and expecting the greater reward? 
    Are any of these traps something to which you are susceptible? How so?

2. Read Esther 3:1-6. Why do you think Haman extended his anger at Mordecai to all Jews? 
    Take a look at Haman’s lineage in verse 1. Now read 1 Samuel 15:1-9. How did King Saul’s 
    disobedience contribute to the crisis faced by Esther 500 years later? 
    What lessons can we take from this and apply to our lives today?

Application:

1. Is there an area in your life that you are struggling with accepting responsibility, rejecting 
    passivity and/or expecting the greater reward? 
    What can you do to strengthen your courageous leadership in this area?

2. Looking back on the entire Thrones message series, what is the most important thing you
    learned? What have you applied in your life?

Further Study & Small Group Discussion Questions
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